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Indian republic celebrates 60th year
The Straits Times, January 27, 2010

NEW DELHI: India marked 60 years as a republic yesterday with a grand military parade in the
capital and cultural pageant amid heightened security across the nation. Thousands watched the
spectacle as it unfolded on Rajpath, the 2.4km majestic central avenue leading from Rashtrapati
Bhavan, or the presidential palace, to India Gate, the World War | memorial, despite the winter
morning chill.

President Pratibha Patil took the salute at the parade, with South Korean President Lee Myung
Bak, the chief guest on the occasion, by her side. India invites a foreign dignitary as chief guest
to witness the grand parade as a special gesture of friendship.

Ahead of Mr Lee’s three-day visit, New Delhi had given the final environment clearance to
Posco, the South Korean steel giant, to build a US$12 billion (S$16.9 billion) steel plant in the
eastern state of Orissa. The project is the single largest foreign investment in the country.
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PM Urges NRIs To Make Long Term Investments In India
AHN, January 11, 2010

New Delhi, India (AHN) - India's Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has urged overseas Indians
to make more long term investments in the country. He said that they needed to be more
forthcoming in their investments in the country.

"India is today one of the top investment destinations. Economic opportunities are expanding
everywhere. Overseas Indians however, while being good savers tend to be somewhat
conservative investors,” the PM said. "Most remittances are placed in bank deposits. Foreign
Direct Investment in India by overseas Indians is low and far short of potential,” he added.

The Prime Minister was speaking at the inauguration of the 8th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD),
an annual meet of overseas Indians in New Delhi on Friday.The PM said that the active
involvement of the overseas community will accelerate the country's economic and social
development.

He also stressed the need to connect with second generation overseas Indians. The PM had also
presided over the first meeting of the Global Advisory Council of Overseas Indians. The
Members of the Council appreciated the initiative of Prime Minister for setting up the Council,
and providing a platform for overseas Indian community to share their experience and
knowledge for the socioeconomic development of India.
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India launches National Solar Mission
UPI.Com, January 13, 2010

NEW DELHI, Jan. 13 (UPI) -- India plans to install 20 million solar lights and 20 million square
meters of solar thermal panels to generate 20,000 megawatts by 2022 as part of its National Solar
Mission, formally launched Monday.

"We propose to provide up to 90 percent support for setting up solar power plants,” Renewable
Energy Minister Faroog Abdullah said at the launch. "In many other solar applications, where
the initial cost is still very high, we're considering proposals for providing up to a 30 percent
grant in aid," he said.

India, Asia's third-largest energy consumer, relies on coal for more than half of its power
capacity. Just a small fraction of India's power currently comes from solar energy, which costs
about two and a half times more than power from coal.

By installing 20 million solar lights India would save 1 billion liters of kerosene every year. As a
"first benchmark" in the next three years, India also plans to add 1,300 megawatts of solar power
of which 1,100 megawatts will be grid-connected and 200 megawatts will be off-grid, Abdullah
said. "If we achieve this, achieving the remaining target will not be impossible."

Noting the high initial cost of solar energy, especially for grid power generation, Abdullah said
he aims to bring down the cost "as quickly as possible.” Abdullah said India is working in "close
coordination™ with other stakeholders, particularly the United States, so India can emerge as a
global solar power while making solar energy affordable in the country.

"l am convinced that solar energy can be the next scientific and industrial frontier in India,"
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said at the launch. A Russian delegation visiting India
said Moscow sees "huge prospects™ for joint ventures with India in the area of solar power.

In addition to forging joint ventures, Russia is also interested in setting up manufacturing
facilities for the application of solar energy in industrial, military, civil and space sectors, Sergey
V. Seredin, a director with Moscow-based Research-Production Enterprise "Kavant," told The
Hindu. Seredin said his company is planning to enter into a series of memorandums of
understanding with Indian partners as well as government agencies for providing them with solar
power station technology and installation. India's "ambitious” solar mission, "if implemented
fully would put India among the world leaders in (the) application of solar energy and its
components,” Seredin said.
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Gulf-India forum to discuss joint projects
AP, January 19, 2010

More than 300 officials and businessmen from Gulf oil producers and India will meet in Saudi
Arabia in mid-2010 to discuss joint projects and opening up of their markets to each other's
products, officials said yesterday. The Gulf-India Forum to be held from June 14-16 in the Red
Sea port of Jeddah will bring together seven ministers of trade and industry as well as senior
officials and delegates from banks, chambers and other establishments from the two sides.

"The forum is aimed at exploring investment opportunities, expanding markets for both sides and
supporting small and medium projects and technology programmes, " said Mustafa Sabri,
Secretary-General of the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which is hosting the
conference.



"India is now one of the main economic and commercial partners of the GCC and has been a
major supplier of skilled labour to the region for more than 30 years. More than five million
Indians now work in the GCC countries.”

Sabri said the two sides also maintain strong political and cultural relations but added they need
to exert more effort to expand their economic and investment partnership. He said India has
become one of the fastest growing economies and that Gulf nations should take advantage of this
and invest in the Subcontinent.

Bilateral trade more than quadrupled from $5.55 billion (Dh20.3bn) in 2000-2001 to $23.42bn in
2005-2006. It continued to record high growth in the following years to peak at around $45bn
during 2008-20009 fiscal year.
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India implements ‘visa on arrival’ to boost tourism

Asiantribune.com, January 03, 2010



To attract more tourists, the Union government on Friday has decided to implement a Visa on
Arrival scheme for the citizens of five countries— Japan, Singapore, Finland, New Zealand and
Luxembourg. The facility is launched on an experimental basis for a year. The tourists from
these countries could also procure their visas from the diplomatic missions/posts in the normal
course.

The “tourist visa-on-arrival”, with a maximum validity of 30 days with single-entry facility to
begin with, will be granted by the Immigration Officers at the airports in Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata.

The move comes at a time when visa norms in the country are being tightened. This is the first
time the country has decided to relax rules to permit visitors to get their passports stamped at
Indian airports for entry.

Incidentally, India has already introduced long-term multiple entry visas for 18 countries
including France, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, Brazil, Chile, Vietnam, and Japan.
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India's rocket industry: Ready for the 21st century
Arab News, January 26, 2010

India, and foreign perceptions of India, have changed dramatically over the past decade. India’s
IT sector came to the attention of the rest of the world in the run-up to the 21st century, as
concerns about Y2K led foreign firms to take advantage of a skilled, but cheap, work force in
India, which until then had passed most by.



But once these links were established, they spread. Indian IT companies started to offer other
services, spreading into a range of back-office functions. And India’s other highly skilled sectors,
such as pharmaceuticals and biotechnology, increasingly moved to global prominence. India’s
pharmaceutical industry is now a major provider of drugs to Africa.

As India gradually increased its growth momentum, so a new class of consumers came into
existence, boosting India’s manufacturing sector. Indians who had ridden bicycles started
demanding scooters. Those who had ridden scooters wanted cars. As production increased, so
foreign firms started integrating India into their supply-chains — at first, often as a source of
production, but mostly with one eye clearly on the emerging domestic market.

Rather than suffering a brain drain, many Indians who had lived overseas started to return,
spotting increased business opportunities within India. And with them came foreign investment.
In the 1990s, India received foreign direct investment averaging around $2 billion a year. In
2007 this figure stood at $35 billion, and in 2008 a record $46.5 billion of foreign funds flowed
into India.

With economic growth came increased self-confidence and the sense that India’s economy
should become a source of pride. Of course, challenges remain, but the fact that governments
now talk of issues such as infrastructure as opportunities, rather than challenges, highlights a
changing mindset.

Increasing value for India’s agricultural sector is a major priority. The majority of India’s
population still relies, directly or indirectly, on agriculture for their livelihoods. Another
challenge is energy. If India is to sustain its growth momentum, it will need more energy. India is
making progress in developing renewable energy sources, but will require major investments if it
is to increase its energy output.

But perhaps the single-most important development is the rising demand for education. In the
past, many poor Indians believed that their children were more useful earning extra money than
attending school. Rising economic opportunities have increased the potential for social mobility
and education presents an opportunity for children to lead a better life. In the early 1990s, just
over 80 percent of Indians went to primary school. That figure is now thought to be around 95
percent.
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India-Africa ties in high gear: Hamid Ansari
Kuwait Samachar.com, January 06, 2010,

As he set out on his week-long, three-nation tour of Africa, Vice-President Hamid Ansari said
India was trying to re-engage with the African continent, while insisting that it was not
competing with the advancing Chinese footprint in this region. During his customary on-board
interaction with the media on Tuesday, he time and again described his visit to Zambia, Malawi
and Botswana as part of the government’s bid to “re-engage with an area that India has had old
and emotional ties with.”

In his opening remarks, he said though India was now in a position to render greater assistance,
but the nature of assistance would be determined by the African nations. “It will not be
something that we will unilaterally thrust upon them.” Without delving into why relations with
Africa had plateaued over the past decade-and-a-half, the Vice-President admitted that the
intensity of the Indian engagement with the continent “did tend to go down in recent years. But,
he was quick to add: “The fact that we remembered that and took steps to correct it is what is
important.”

External Affairs Ministry officials accompanying Mr. Ansari said India’s relations with Africa
never went into a chill zone. “The world changed in the 1990s and India and much of Africa



began reorienting their foreign policies. As new relationships were forged, attention got diverted
and this is borne out by the fact that Mr. Ansari is the first high-level dignitary to visit Zambia in
20 years after three Indian Presidents and three Indian Prime Ministers visited it between 1970
and 1989. This is set to change.” More visits to the continent by Indian dignitaries were on the
anvil.
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India enjoys new wave of international prestige
Edmonton Journal, January 11, 2010

U.S. President Barack Obama recently hosted India in the White House. British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown celebrated the Indian festival of Diwali in Whitehall. Canadian Prime Minister
Stephen Harper visited Punjab, simply to pamper Sikhs. French President Nicolas Sarkozy has
pleaded with the G20 Group to adopt India's proposal for measuring national prosperity, based
on the purchasing power of the citizen and not the GNP.

India is a global player on the environment issue. Some American academics claim that VVedanta
deeply influenced some great Western poets and writers, such as Whitman, Emerson, Eliot,
Huxley and Yeats. Yoga, vegetarianism and Indian cuisine are now popular abroad. Of course,
India is known for its trademarks: democracy and non-violence.
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